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Victorian Handicap Championships 
 

The very first open event of the season at Cairnlea saw a strong entry in the top 

division.  Lesser numbers in the bottom two sections – but nonetheless some 

interesting play.  
 

The top division drew a field of 8 players but unfortunately Brian Reither had to 

withdraw just prior to the event with a bad dose of the flu.  I am sure we all 

preferred that he stayed in Ballarat!!! 
 

The event was won by Greg Hill from Brunswick on net hoops from Bill 

Humphreys.  The game between them decided the winner as Bill had won all his 

other games.  Greg had been beaten earlier by Bob Roycroft and in the game 
with Bill Greg won 26/17 – enough to win the event by a couple of hoops from 

Bill.  Bob was in third place with four wins. 
 

Section 2 had a field of five players. The event was eventually won by Tom 
Kudelka from MCC with Mike Cohn in second place with Chris Eiffert in 

third.  Each of these three won three of their games – Tom was ahead on hoops. 
 

Section 3 also drew a field of 5 players.  Reen Hancorne won three of her four 

games to win the event from Eileen Gough. 
 

We are all indebted to Brian Foley who acted as Tournament Referee and to the 

players who doubled as referees during their byes.  The weekend was a great 

success and I wish to thank Kaye Petersen for stepping in on the Sunday to  
allow me to go see my beloved Seagulls.  (Unfortunately they lost!!!)  
 

The season is getting into full swing now and soon we will be hosting premier 

ACA events – President’s 8 and AC Championships.  Come along and enjoy 
watching the best players in Australia. 
 

 John Grieve Tournament Manager 

Kate Patrick presents Reen 
Hancorne with her trophy as 

winner of Section 3 

L to R:  
Greg Hill (winner Section 1)  

Bill Humphries (runner-up 

Section 1) 

Elaine Coverdale (winner  
Women's Invitational) 

Lois Kirk (runner-up Women's 

Invitational) 
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President’s Report 

I wish to congratulate the following members of Croquet Victoria for their performances at the various tournaments 
held in Brisbane recently: 

 

Kevin Beard, for winning the ACA Golf Croquet Silver Medal.  Kevin played the best from the other five states 

and won four of his matches, losing only to the eventual Gold Medal winner, Chris McWhirter (WA).  
Matches were best of three games, and Kevin was taken to the third game on only one occasion 

 

Gail Hopkins and Judy Wembridge for providing an all Victorian final to the ACA Golf Croquet Women’s 
Championship.  Gail won the best of three final 4/7, 7/3, 7/6.  I should also mention Anna Miller and Trish 

Watts, who both progressed from the block play stage to the knock-out stage and were eliminated in the 

quarterfinals.   
 

John van der Touw progressed to the knockout stage of the ACA Golf Croquet Men’s Championship, but was 

eliminated by Geoff Jamieson (Qld) in the first round. 

 
The members of the Croquet Victoria Interstate Shield team; Anna Miller, Darren McLoughlin, Gail Hopkins, 

Jim Saunders, John van der Touw, Judy Wembridge, Terry Hopkins (c) and Trish Watts (vc).  The 

team played extremely well and the outcome of the competition eventually rested on the outcome of the last 
two games being played on the final day.  In the event, WA won the test and the Shield, but no-one could be 

embarrassed about the result or their play.  Everyone played to the best of their ability, in some cases extend-

ing their abilities beyond what they thought was possible.  Well done! and now we prepare for next year! 
 

On the day following the conclusion of the Interstate Shield, Croquet Australia held a Special General Meeting and a 

State Delegate’s forum, which were in turn followed by a meeting between the Board and members of the Croquet 

Association Queensland Board.  An ACA Board Meeting was held the next day.  
 

Following the resignation of Susan Linge, ACA has a new acting Administrator and Secretary, in the person of ACA 

Board Member Graeme Thomas (SA).  At the time of writing this report, Graeme has distributed draft minutes of all 
meetings held in Brisbane for comment by attendees and intends to post them to the ACA website as soon as he has 

received those comments.  A very welcome improvement. 

 

 

Jim Clement  
President 
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Management Report  

Meeting Minutes:  
 

The VCA 21 August 2017 Council Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA website at: 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170821Council.pdf 

 
VCA History 1866-2014: At the August Council Meeting it was resolved that each VCA affiliated club receive 

one free hardcopy of this history. A quote for printing has been accepted and the cover design agreed upon.  

Looking forward to distributing these copies to each Regional Director for delivery to clubs within their region. 

Individual clubs will be invoiced for copies ordered by their members. 

 

VCA Child Safety Policy: A draft of this policy will be discussed at the September Committee of Management 

Meeting. In addition, the preparation of documentation that might serve as a starting point for clubs to prepare their 
own Child Safety Policy will be distributed over the coming weeks. 

 

VCA Facebook Page: Members followed the progress of our team at the recent ACA events hosted by croquet 

clubs in Brisbane on the VCA Facebook. The review of each day's play (of the Victorian team)  at the Interstate 
Shield  by John van der Touw, our Reporter on the spot, reached over 700 people very quickly. It was also great 

progress to be able to share stories from the ACA Facebook page.  

 
VCA Award: If VCA is notified that a club member has made a significant contribution at club level the President 

(at their discretion) has been authorised to issue a letter and certificate to that club member acknowledging their 

service. 
 

VCC as a Function Centre: All event bookings at VCC are now referred to Venue Management Services. 

'Brimbank Events'  (https://www.brimbankevents.com.au/) is the name under which Venue Management Services 

intends to market the use of VCC.  
 

Croquet news: Do you have a croquet story, tournament results or club achievement to share? Then let us know by 

emailing to news@croquetvic.asn.au and it may be posted to the VCA website News section of our Facebook Page. 
 

Photo Release Forms: Various styles of this form are currently being considered. In some clubs permission to use 

photos in newsletters, on a Facebook page etc is included in the initial 'Application for Membership', if not clubs 
may need to consider a separate form. Samples will be made available on the Growing Croquet Resource page of 

the VCA website. 

 

Regional Reports to Council: Please find set out below the revised schedule for the Regional Reports to Council.  
  

  October 2017:   MVCA, NDCA, SEMCA 

  December 2017:       NEDCA, SWCA and WMCMA 
  February 2018:  Wimmera 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 Secretary VCA 

 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170821Council.pdf
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Exciting finish to Men's and Women's GC titles 
 

The Victorian Men's and Women's GC Championships were held at Cairnlea over the weekend 12 - 13 August. 
 

The round robin stages of the two events were played on Saturday and a joint plate and the finals were played on 

Sunday. 
 

The semi-finals and the finals were best of three with both the finals going to the full three games. We have a new 
Men's Champion! 

 

In the Men's event, the semi-finalists were Brian Rowe (Essendon), Ian Petersen (Belmont), Kevin Beard 

(Yarrawonga) and André Daniel-Dreyfus (Williamstown). Ian defeated Brian 7:3 7:6, and André defeated Kevin 7:3 
7:3. 
 

In the Women's event, the semi-finalists were Gail Hopkins (Essendon), Elaine Coverdale (Essendon), Judy Wem-

bridge (Bairnsdale) and Anna Miller (Belmont). Both semi-finals were very hard fought with excellent play, finish-

ing after midday from an 8.30 am start. Elaine defeated Gail 7:4 7:2 and Judy defeated Anna 5:7 7:6 7:6. 
 

The best of three final for both the Men's and Women's commenced at 1 pm and finished around 4 pm. Both finals 
were hard fought with neither player giving anything to their opposition. The people who stayed on to watch were 

treated to some very top class croquet and all showed their appreciation at the end of play. 
 

In the Men's, Ian defeated André on the final hoop of the third game, winning 7:3 5:7 7:6.  
 

In the Women's, Elaine defeated Judy 3:7 7:3 7:2. 
 

The Plate was won by Eric Miller (Belmont). 
 

 See Croquetscores for the full results of the Women’s,  

Men’s and Plate events. 
 

A big thank you to everyone who helped 

out during the weekend. 
 

Lorraine Gutcher  

Tournament Manager 

 

L to R: Judy Wembridge, Elaine Coverdale,  
Ian Petersen, Eric Miller, and André Daniel-Dreyfus. 

Winner of the  

Men’s GC  

Championship  

Ian Peterson 

Winner of the  

Women’s GC  

Championship  

Elaine Coverdale 

VCA AC Women’s Invitation  
 

This event is designed for the Selectors to pick high ranking female players to contest a round robin event. The event 

has been a great stepping stone for players coming up in the ranking to be challenged by the more experienced players.  
 

This year was no exception. We had three members from last year’s state team (Elaine Coverdale, Kerri-Ann Organ 

and Gail Hopkins), joined by two ex-State team members (Lois Kirk and Lara Ketelaars) and three players vying for 
higher honors (Louise Vale, Patricia Watts and Margaret Fraser). 
 

The event was close fought with a couple of surprising results. Margaret was very excited in beating Elaine and Gail. 

All players had a minimum of two wins and the standard of play was very good – especially considering this was the 

first event for many of the ladies for the season. 
 

Lois and Elaine both won five of their seven games. The tournament was really decided by the game between them – 

which Elaine won by one hoop. Elaine was the event winner on net hoops from Lois. Gail and Kerri-Ann both won 

four games with Gail having the better nett hoop score to finish third. 
 

Full results are on Croquetscores. 
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager 

http://croquetvic.asn.au/playerprofile.php?playerclicked=1377
http://croquetvic.asn.au/playerprofile.php?playerclicked=16092
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/playerprofile.php?playerclicked=1377
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/playerprofile.php?playerclicked=16252
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The Inter State Shield - WA beats Victoria and wins on Day 5 
 

Western Australia are the champions. We got off to a good start at Wynnum in day 5 of the competition, with a 2 - 0 

lead after the doubles, and held on to that two match lead with a 3 - 3 result for the first round of the singles.  

However, WA stormed home to win four matches to one in the final round to win the test 6 - 5. As an indication of 
how close it was, the final hoop score was 128 - 128. 
 

Congratulations to Western Australia. They have been knocking on the door for several years, and played very well.  
 

Congratulations also to us. We were disappointed to lose after being so close, but being runners-up is a worthy 
achievement. 
 

Thanks to those who sent us messages of support. We really appreciated them. Thanks also to our travelling fan 

club: Val Saunders, Wilma Freeman and Jean Deacon, who offered us lots of encouragement and snacks. And  
finally, thanks to Terry Hopkins who was an inspiring captain. 
 

John van der Touw  

L to R; State Team: Jim Saunders, Anna 
Miller, Trish Watts, John van der Touw, 

Terry Hopkins, Darren McLoughlin, Judy 

Wembridge and Gail Hopkins.  

Brighton Croquet Club Open Tournament 
 

Brighton Croquet Club ran its Open Association Croquet Tournament over the past two weekends. The club was 

pleased to welcome players from as far afield as Sale, Ballarat/Alexandra, Ringwood as well as many local metro-

politan clubs. We were also pleased to see players from the newly formed Briars Heritage Croquet Club. 
 

The weather, being Melbourne in the early Spring, ranged from delightful to diabolical. Fortunately the last playoff 

on late Sunday afternoon was completed under beautiful blue skies. 
 

Our team of volunteers, who worked in the kitchen, did a wonderful job and lunches were definitely up to standard. 
One club referee was heard to grumble about missing out on the pumpkin soup…the homemade soup is a definite 

feature of the club’s lunches.  
 

Club referees were supported by two of Sandringham Club’s finest: Brian Foley and Marie MacIntosh.  
Our club Captain Lesley once again managed the tournament in her  

usual efficient manner. The tournament ran like clockwork.     

Results as follows:      
 

Div 1      Winner           Chris Grant   Ringwood 

  Runner up     Simon Watkins  Brighton 
 

Div 2      Winner           Barbara Castles       Sale 
               Runner up   Mignon Johnston    Alexandra Ballarat 
 

Div 3      Winner Wayne Warladge    M.C.C. C 

               Runner up Maureen Gordon     Briars Heritage, Peninsula 
 

Div 4      Winner            Mark Wilson           Brunswick  

                  Runner up Nola Unterberger     Brighton 
 

Jane Alcorn 
Brighton CC Publicity Officer 

Div 3’s Wayne Warladge  
and Maureen Gordon 
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           Successful Festival Despite Wintry Conditions 
 

The omens were bad when ducks and water hens took up residence on the opening day of the NDCA annual festival 

of croquet. Tricia Devlin made an inspiring speech to a good number of players who took part in the opening  

ceremony, before running the first hoop of the new season. 
 

After an hour of social play the heavens opened which forced everyone inside for a very welcome afternoon tea. The 

Golf Croquet tournament was played under atrocious conditions the following two days, with showers coming at  

frequent intervals. A new strategy was quickly developed. Instead of hitting an opponent ball to the boundary,  

players despatched it to the nearest pool of water. 
 

Winners of the GC were: Section  (1) Brian Rowe - Essendon, for the second year running, (2) Kaye Molyneux - 

Monash,  (3). Fay Harrison - Drysdale,  (4) Maria Harvey - Beechworth, and (5) Wolfgang Clements - Geelong. 
 

Fine but chilly weather greeted the Association players for their tournament. Although there was no surface water the 

lawns were very soggy, but in typically stoic fashion, everyone made the best of it. Lois Kirk played very aggressive 
hard hitting croquet to win the top section on hoop difference from last year's winner, Bob Roycroft. Other section 

winners were (2) Fay Pearson - Horsham, (3) John Brennan - Castlemaine, and  (4) Gayle Vale - Numurkah. 
 

Despite the challenging conditions, the Festival was a great success, socially and competitively. Including opening 

day, over 120 players wielded their mallets, made friends with new opponents and renewed contact with old adver-
saries. The catering was second to none. Our numbers would have been greater had there not been two other croquet 

events running against us. Events such as ours should receive full support from those who allocate dates on the  

tournament calendar so there are no clashes. 
 

Bill Humphreys, Christine Eiffert.   

Northern District Croquet Association.  

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R; Lois Kirk Quarry Hill  
Winner of Section one Association, 

Chris Eiffert and Bill Humphreys.  

L to R; Kaye Molyneux   
Winner of section 2 Golf Croquet,  

Chris Eiffert and Bill Humphreys. 
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Brighton Croquet Club Season Opening 
 

Brighton Croquet Club held their season opening on August 16th, welcoming guests from Sandringham, Elwood and 

Elsternwick clubs to help celebrate the start of the season. 
 

President Marguerite Russell welcomed Trish Watts, Committee Member of the VCA, to the opening. Trish then ran 

the first hoop, declaring the season open before joining members and guests in the Clubhouse for a very sociable 
lunch. 

 

          
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Defibrillator installed 
The club took delivery of a Defibrillator Package in July, the result of a successful application to the ‘Defibrillators 

for Sporting Clubs and Facilities Program’ run by the Victorian Government.  Andrew from St John’s Ambulance 

installed and demonstrated the Defibrillator, in addition to conducting a ‘hands on’ first aid training session to a very 
appreciative audience.   
                      

Many thanks to Andrew for the training, John Brownsea for being a terrific ‘patient’, 

and to the Dept. of Health and Human Services for organising the delivery of the  

Defibrillator and training session. 
 

Coaching Clinic 

It may have been the coldest August day for 20 years but that wasn’t enough to deter 

Kate Patrick, accredited VCA coach, from conducting a warmly received coaching ses-

sion for six of our Division 4 club members.   As the temperature hovered around 8C, 
Kate’s excellent coaching kept our minds on the grip, the stalk, and the follow through, 

as we practiced our roquets, croquets, rolls and hoop approaches.  Many thanks Kate for 

a terrific coaching session.   
 

Pam White Secretary Brighton CC 

Rich River Croquet Club 
 

We are the proud parents of three plover chicks. 
  

The parents built their nest about 2 inches from our court boundary and about 20 feet from the club house. We all 

enjoyed watching the parents sitting on their nest but were not so keen when they told us off and flew around  
strongly objecting as we played croquet. 
 

We were wondering if the chicks would hatch as the parents left the nest quite a lot while we were playing.  
 

About two days before the chicks hatched the parents become rather cross with us and dive bombed us.   
 

We were entertained for 28 days till the chick hatched.  Thankfully they took their chicks to the bowling greens and 

now the golf course where the golfers are being dive bombed. 
 

Marjorie Grant Rich River CC 
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Casterton CC 2017 Winter Cup 
 

On an ordinary day in July of this year, Lois Perry, President and Ellie Norris, Secretary/Treasurer of our Club  

decided that Winter was a good time to promote our great game and came up with the idea of a weekly competition 

during June, July and August.  Neither of them at the time, had any idea that  it would be so keenly contested. It’s 
always  tempting to stay home during these months but the Club needed players on the courts and after discussing 

sponsorship with the Bendigo Bank the Winter Cup was born. 
 

It was decided that on every Saturday during Winter, the first game of doubles golf croquet would be the competi-

tion.  A draw would determine the players and the results would be placed in an envelope, sealed and delivered to the 
Bendigo Bank for safekeeping.  Players were asked not to discuss their results with each other. All members of the 

club competed in the event. 
 

On September 5th, 2017 a Countdown dinner was held at the Glenelg Hotel and following a specially selected meal, 

the count began. Special guests were the Manager of the Bendigo Bank as well as the Principle of the Primary 
School and the Editor of the Casterton News.    
 

As the envelopes were opened, the results were read out and entered onto a whiteboard. Joy Harvey, a member of 

our club for some 20 years was declared the winner and presented with the 2017 Winter Cup, a medal and $100 

voucher compliments from the Bendigo Bank. Ellie Norris was runner up and Belinda Stuart named Improver of the 
Year. Both received  Bendigo Bank sponsored prizes. 
 

It is hoped that the success of the competition will ensure the Winter Cup 

will become the signature event of the croquet year in Casterton.     
 

Our thanks to the Bendigo Bank for their tremendous support.  
 

Ellie Norris Casterton CC 

L to R;  Lois Perry, President; Joy Harvey, Winner of the 2017 
Winter Cup and Justin Bryant, Manager of the  Bendigo Bank, 

Coleraine and Casterton. 

Golf Croquet Official Rulings by John van der Touw  State Coordinator of Referees GC 
 

These questions are all about faults, mostly non-striking faults. The answers are on page 11 

Q1. Suppose your ball was a boundary ball and you move it into the court so that you can play it without a 

hampered backswing. In playing the shot, you damage the court with your mallet before the mallet reaches your 

ball. Have you committed a non-striking fault even if the damage would have been outside the court if your ball had 
been played from the boundary line? 

Q2. When the red ball was cleared to the boundary the owner of that ball used her mallet to mark the spot where the 
ball went out. The next striker played a shot before the ball had been put on the boundary and the striker’s ball hit 

the mallet on the boundary, making contact with a part of the mallet that was sticking into the court. Has a fault been 

committed and, if so, who committed it? 

Q3. Red attempted a jump but put the blue ball through the hoop. Black then played towards the next hoop. The 

owner of red then noticed that she had caused court damage in playing the jump shot. Should the hoop point be 
cancelled? The referee ruled that it was too late to rule on the fault because the opponent had already played a shot. 

Was that the correct decision? Does it matter whether the fault would have been ruled as a striking or non-striking 

fault?  

Q4. A striker drops a scoring clip trying to put it on the hoop and shakes a ball. The opponent said it was a non-

striking fault. The striker said it was OK because the clip was an outside agency. Who was correct? 

Q5. Yellow tries to run the hoop in a doubles game and finishes in the jaws. Blue then attempts a jump shot but he 

knocks the yellow through the hoop and the striker’s ball bounces back onto blue’s leg. Is that a striking fault or a 
non-striking fault? Does the hoop count? Is a turn missed and, if so, which turn? 

Q6. Yellow tries to run the hoop in a doubles game and finishes in the jaws. Blue then attempts a jump shot but he 

knocks the yellow through the hoop and the striker’s ball bounces onto yellow’s leg. Is that a striking fault or a non-

striking fault? Does the hoop count? Is a turn missed and, if so, which turn? If the ball had bounced onto the striker’s 

partner’s leg instead, what would be the answers to those questions?    Answers on Page 11 
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Horsham CC Opening Day 
 

Horsham Croquet Club held their opening day on 15th August in very wet and cold conditions. We welcomed life 

member Iris Williams back to roll the first hoop. Iris and Frank have recently returned to live in Horsham. We also 

welcomed players from Dimboola and Kalimna Park to share the day with us. 
 

We all had a very enjoyable day, although very wet under foot. Some played carpet bowls inside while waiting to 

play. At afternoon tea, Iris told us about her early days at Horsham Croquet Club, before most of us became  mem-

bers. Prizes were presented to winners on the day. 
 

The next event on our calendar will be a "come and try day" on 8th October where we have been lucky enough to 

gain some new members in the past. 
 

Our three day tournament will be held on 18th, 19th, 20th October with entries coming in from various states of 
Australia. Looking forward to another successful tournament. 
 

Donna Frost President  

 
 

Iris Williams runs Horsham’s first hoop  
of the season 

 

Opening Day at Portland 2017 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The first hoop of our opening day was run by Helen Keltie 

retired member and referee The weather was cold but a good 
role up of members attended for the first day of the season. 
 

Bruce Uhe President Portland CC 

Opening day 2017 
Welcome to you all today 

As we get our season on its way 

We asked Helen here to run the first hoop 
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  MCC Croquet Club Open Association Tournament 
 

Melbourne's four-seasons-in-day climate was challenging at times throughout MCC Croquet Club's 2017 Association 

Croquet Open Tournament.  Even so, players were undaunted and the level of play was robust.  And off the courts, 

collegial spirits prevailed while players socialised during morning and afternoon teas and lunch breaks. 
 

Competitors from nine other clubs besides MCC competed over two weeks: Brunswick, Brighton, Elsternwick,  

Essendon, Kew, Monash, Rich River, Ringwood, Yarrawonga .  All handicap ranges were fielded. 
 

Winner and Runners Up were: 
 

0 to 6 handicap:  Winner Chris Grant, (Ringwood); Runner Up Ken Boal (Rich River) 
 

7 to 11 handicap: Winner Wayne Lewis (MCC);  Runner-Up Colin Melville (MCC) 
 

Wet weather prevented finals in week 2, so block winners were presented with prizes. 
 

12 to 16 handicap:  Block winners: Alan Notley (MCC) and Minn Stewart (Elsternwick) 
 

18 to 20: Block winners: Geoff Swain (Kew) and John Harris (MCC) 
 

Tom Kudelka was  the Tournament Manager and MCC's Chair Graham Fahey was the Referee Coordinator.  The 

referee roster included Brian Foley from Sandringham, from MCC Jan Watts, Liz Duff and Patrick Moore, with 
Graham and Tom. 
 

At the award presentation Graham noted that  the tournament  was a great success because of  many supporters    

including the tournament manager, referees and the club's catering staff, led again by Margo Kelly . A few years ago 
MCC instituted a $10 flat-fee all-day buffet of soups, sandwiches, sweets, tea and coffee and the concept has been a 

big hit, both with tournament entrants as well as the catering staff. 
 

Magdalene Ruzza 

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls 

1ST/2nd/3rd Sets 

Association Clips 

  1st/2nd/3rd Sets 

 Now Available 

Mallets 

Corner Flags (set of 4) 

- Plain 

- Embroidered with club name 

(photos available on request) 

 Coming Soon: 

Golf Clips 

Centre Pegs 

auscroquetco@gmail.com 

Left; Chris Grant far right, Winner 0 to 6 handicap 
range; Wayne Lewis centre, Winner 7 to 11 handi-

cap range and Colin Melville runner-up. Ken Boal 

not shown, was the division 1 runner-up.  

L to R; Block winners Alan Notley and Minn 
Stewart in the 12 - 16 range, and John Harris 

and Geoff Swain in the 18 - 20 field. 
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Reflections of Friendly Rivals on 2017 Opening Day at MCC Croquet Club 
 

During the 2017 Opening Day at MCC Croquet Club Patrick Moore (MCC) and John Miles (Ringwood) were  

reminiscing about their croquet histories.  Patrick and John, who have faced off at numerous tournaments and  

pennant matches over the years, got to wondering just how long their friendly rivalry has been going on. 
 

That led to a quick look into MCC's photo archives curated by Liz Duff and the answer to that question: thirteen 
years.    Patrick and John were division 4 entrants in MCC’s Association Croquet Tournament in 2004.  Both men 

made it to finalist matches. Patrick won the division title and Hillary Elliot (Elwood) was runner-up. 
 

Croquet indeed seems to be a salubrious sport, given that players’ appearances seem pretty much unchanged over the 

years. Though one thing has changed: handicaps. Patrick plays off 8; John 11, Hilary 16.     
 

Magdalene Ruzza photos by Liz Duff      

 

 

       

 

 

 

Patrick Moore, left, (MCC) welcomes 
John Miles (Ringwood) to Opening Day  

at MCC Croquet Club in 2017. 

 2004 photo, Patrick and John, along with 
Hilary Elliot (Elwood), after Division 4  

finals at MCC’s AC Tournament  

My answers to the GC Rules questions on page 8 by John van der Touw 
 

A1. It is a non-striking fault. If you move your ball to avoid an obstruction, you are only moving your ball, you are not 
moving the court boundary with it. 
 

A2. The next striker is allowed to play their shot as soon as the previous turn has ended, and according to Rule 6(a), 

that has happened as soon as all balls moved in the previous turn have stopped moving or have left the court. So, 

although it does seem rather unfair, the player who put her mallet on the boundary has committed a non-striking fault. 
 

A3. The referee was correct. The hoop point counts and play simply continues. The actions after non-striking and 

striking faults are described in Rules 12(c) and 13(d) respectively. Both say that if the opponent has played a stroke 

after the fault occurred, then “there is no remedy, and play continues as if the fault had not been committed”. So, it 
does not matter which type of fault it was. The commentary on Rule 12 (c)(5) does not apply even if the fault would 

have been ruled as a non-striking fault. 
 

A4. The player who said that it was not a fault because a scoring clip is an outside agency is correct. The non-striking 

fault rule (Rule 12) says that “A non-striking fault is committed if … a player touches, moves or shakes a stationary 

ball, with any part of the body, clothes or mallet”. According to Rule 4(d), a scoring clip is an accessory, and according 
to Rule 9(d) an accessory is an outside agency. So, a scoring clip is not part of a player’s clothes, body or mallet. 

It is interesting to note that in association croquet a scoring clip can be considered, to be part of a player’s clothing 

under certain circumstances. However, that is not the case in golf croquet. 
 

A5. It’s a striking fault because the fault was committed by the striker and it was during the striking period. The hoop 

would not score (but yellow could choose to have the balls replaced). No turn would be lost and it would be red’s turn 

to play. 
The striking fault rule simply says that “no point is scored for any ball”. It doesn’t matter whether or not the fault 

affected the running of the hoop. Essentially, regardless of when a striking fault actually occurs, it is treated as if it 

occurred at the start of the striking period. 
 

A6. It’s a non-striking fault because, even though the fault may have occurred during the striking period, it was not 

committed by the striker. The hoop would score because the fault did not affect the running of the hoop. Red would 
miss his next turn so it would be black to play next. If the ball had hit black’s leg instead, it would still be a non-

striking fault, and the hoop would still score, but black would miss a turn. So, it would be red to play next, followed by 

yellow. 

The non-striking fault rule says that no points may be scored by any ball by a non-striking fault. I have emphasized 
the word “by” because, although it’s a little word, it makes a big difference. In this context, it means “as a result of”.  
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CONTACTS: 

Fixtures & Tournaments   

John Grieve,   (03) 9397 2632 
Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 

 

State Coordinator - Gateball           

Philip Brown (Kew CC) 

(03) 9571 4395 

Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator - Association  

John Grieve (Williamstown CC) 
(03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Golf Croquet   

Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC) 

(03) 5134 4990 

Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - AC 

Brian Foley (Sandringham CC) 

(03) 9584 8405 

Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - GC  

John van der Touw (MCC) 

(03) 9803 3433 

Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Association 

Doron Gunzburg  

0419 616 563  

Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com   

 State Coordinator of Coaching 

Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic CC) 

(02) 6033 3864 - 0418 415 368 

Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Golf Croquet 

Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)     

(03) 5156 8149 

Email  handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

Association & Golf AHS1's:  
following Association and Golf tourna-

ments, and handicap updates, please send 
AHS1 forms to  Ian McKee 

PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350 

Email  anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au. 
 

 

 Malletsports Editor  

Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC) 

Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350 
Email  malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au 

Submissions for the next edition 

due by the 20th Oct please 

Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre 

Oct   

6-9   ACA AC President’s 8’s; range -3 to 20  Graeme Thomas 0457 678 380 

10-11VCA AC Seniors -3 to 20     John Grieve 0424 362 935 

10-11 VCA GC Seniors; range -6 to 20  Lorraine Gutcher 5134 4990 
10-13 Australian Gateball Championships 

21-22 AC Divisional Ch’ships; range -3 to 20  )John  

21-22 AC State Squad Dbles; range -3 to 20   ) Grieve  

28-29 VCA AC Men’s Ch’ships; range -3 to 20  )0424 362 935 

28-29 VCA AC Women’s Ch’ships; range -3 to 20 ) 

Nov 

11-19 ACA H’cap Sgles/Dbles; range -6 to 20 Graeme Thomas 0457 678 380  

   Association Tournaments around the State 

Oct 

2-4 Horsham Kalimna Park: range-3 to 20  Kay Blake 5384 8216 

6-7    Shepparton; range -3 to 20    Gwen Denison 0428 215 446 

13-15 Williamstown Open: range -3.0 to 6.0   John Grieve 0424 362 935 
21-22 Boort; range -3 to 20     Ian Potter 5455 2774 

23-25 Hamilton; range -3 to 20     Doris Lanyon 5572 2914 

Nov 

4-7 Geelong CA; range -3 to 20     Eric Miller 5264 7663 

9-12 Ringwood; range -3 to 11     Lorraine Seeley 9870 1006 

11-12 Williamstown; range 7 to 20    John Grieve 0424 362 935 

12-15 Leongatha; range -3 to 20     Nanette Meredith 5662 4541 

   

  Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State 

Oct 

7-8 Ballarat & District CA; range -6 to20  Nancy Hatherell 5334 1611 

10-10 Quarry Hill T’ment; range 6 to 20  Max Elgin 5442 3573 
13-13 Frankston Doubles; range -6 to 20  Fay O’Toole 9787 1665 

14-14 Open Singles Classic; range -6 to 5  Maureen Garden 5480 9430 

14-14 Maffra Open Day; range -6 to 20  Anne Howard 5141 1253 

15-15 Rich River Open Sgles; range 6 to 8  Maureen Garden 5480 9430 

16-16 Rich River Open Sgles; range 9 to 16 Maureen Garden 5480 9430 

18-20 Horsham; range -6 to 20    Rae Hill 0428 504 733 

21-22 Warragul Doubles; range -6 to 20  Jennifer Eyre 0407 124 040 

28-29 Bairnsdale Singles; range -6 to 20  Di Forrest 0408 513 233 

Nov 

7-7 Morwell Melb Cup Day; range -6 to 20 Robert Smallwood 5134 3082 

15-16 Terang; range -6 to 20    Aileen Bell 0409 438 284 
 

Gateball 

Oct 

13-15 Australian Championships Bateau Bay NSW. 
 

Nov 

4-5 Terang       Aileen Bell 0408 438 284 

11-13 Caloundra Qld Teams  and Doubles  

17-19 Young NSW Gateball Championships 

mailto:dgunzburg@dodo.com.au
mailto:anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au

